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0RD-2776-74 
1 July 1974 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Trip Report to Stanford Research Institute 

17-18 June 1974 


1 . 


Background and Summary . 


Ivisited SRI 


on 17 and 18 June 1974, principally tor the purposes of: examining the 

criteria used in. the selection of paranormal subjects and controls; 
determining precisely what arrangements had been made for examining the 
subjects in the "basic research" context; establishing procedures fo? the 

and°" aonl i ed" a J!c la pr data t0 US; and discussin 9 such other "basic" 

• u a PP* ied research issues as seemed appropriate. We met for about 

eight hours with Mssrs. Jones, Puthoff, and Targ. on 17 June and for one 

hour with uhe latter two on 18 June. Despite what aopeared to be conceptual 

problems on the part of Puthoff and Targ, relating largely to the kinds of 

Droiecf S dl ? c1p1lnes JJ hl ’? h we wer e espousing as essential for the 

So i bfule?ul for'all Concerned ^ USlneSS_1 1 ^' e “ d We,1 - f0CUSed a " d sed « d 

pff -,.fv B ~p : ectl0 1 ri a " d Cat eqo .dzatlgiI Af Subjects . After five months of 

stl?r on^ ^f thp th t6d °-l y ! 1Ve ° f !t e m ’ ne sub J ects: the three super- 
stars, one of the three mid-stars, and one of the three controls. We 

ressed that significant and useful research could commence only after 
te i! e fl fn? 1 ir selections on the basis of specific and consistent 
h k° f th< r problems her e seems to be the fact that Puthoff and 
Targ have been more interested in the testing and enhancing of psychic 
powers than in the establishment of rigorous research procedures— with the 
consequence that, as they've perceived ostensible improvements in the psychic 
Pheir controls", they've tended to slide them up into the psychic 
abilities, this could be a never-ending process. We stressed that we'd 
f 1° s , ee a11 ^ne subjects designated by the end of July and they under- 
, 0 then spent several hours defining the three categories 

subjects 1 pre-selection tests and criteria used in screening the 
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. Screening Tests and Criteria. All subjects will have been' 
tested , cm five paranormal tasks. Those tasks, together with the 
related protocols and criteria, were defined as follows: 

(1). The Random Numbers Machine (testing "clairvoya nce"!: 

The basic screening test will consist of 1000 trials (25 trials per 
run, 8 runs per day for 5 days) and, though many subjects have gone 
well beyond 1000 trials already, SRI will report to us data and "p" 
values on our nine subjects just on the first 1000 trials. In the 
context of their NASA project over 150 people have been tested on 
this machine; the data (copies of which will be sent to us) are now 
being analyzed and the criteria for selection as "psychic" performance 
level will soon be established on the basis of this analysis. The 
present guess is that criteria will be on the order of 10"®. 


_(2) OOB or Remote Viewing (testing for telepathy and/or 
clairvoyance) : The basic screening test will consist of six trials 

(lasting about one-half hour each), one per day; criteria for psychic 
performance level will soon be established but, in any case, it was 
agreed that results would have to be at least at the .01 level. It 
was also agreed that a pool of 20 new sites would be used for each 
subject; we also discussed the desirability of replacing used sites 
in subsequent trials for each given subject and, while no definite 
agreement was reached, it may be that SRI will do so. We spent 
considerable time discussing the judging procedures, the salient 
points being: the same five judges (all chosen by Mr. Cox and 

representing a "hostile" to "friendly" spread with respect to para- 
normal research) will be used on a permanent basis; each judge works 
independently, is given a list of the sites which were randomly 
selected for the subject and copies of his transcripts; he visits 
each site andselects the best matching transcript; at the present 
time a plurality vote (i.e.,.2 or more) of the judges, accurately 
matching 4 (or 5) of the 6 sites, is considered significant — but , 
as noted, precise criteria will be specified by SRI in the near 
future. 


(3) EEG-Remote Stimulus (Strobe Light) (testing for telep athy 
- T a psychophysiologic indicators) : The basic screening test wil 1 

consist of 8 runs, 20 trials per run. A "sending" subject is exposed 
to randomly selected stimulus (a 16 herz light for 10 seconds) or 
non-stimulus, with one minute inter-trial intervals; the "test" 
subject is in a shielded room and, upon hearing a "blip" signal on 
the intercom, has to call stimulus or non-stimulus; both subjects are 
being EEG-moni tored and (aside from his calls) they are watching for 
alpha reduction in the test subject during the stimulus periods. 
Heretofore SRI had been averaging only the "S" and "NS" alpha 
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fhp d yn^r/ 0r i C0 ? P u ri !° n P ur P° ses but the y will now also average 
fnp inte T: trial ? pha for use as the subject's base-line. Criteria 

be co P nf?™ed by e SRI? rf0n " anCe * S "° W Set at the ' 01 leVel and wi11 

Cards in Envelopes (testing f or clairvoyance): One run 

0bie2-r5u^l? th S (simple 1 ine~wiwings of ordinary 

i. ly selected randomly and double-blind from a pool of 50: the 

drawi nn ? rMS responses and may, if he wishes, supplement the 
b 3 9 i 1 e^entary; his responses are scored independently 

bv srt hut 9 -;!" Th + c 'f 1 tena for psychic level performance will be set 
by SRI but is now tentatively at the .01 level. 

--■i. 5 :.A s T. H °M' t 0 . r ed T o r sl ' on Pend “ 1um (testing for ™e basic 
mir tP "1? a *■ C0 ^ lst ? f a one-hour run, with alternating five- 
minute work and rest cycles; during the six "work" periods the 

subject is instructed, on a randomly-selected basis, to increase or 
Cons?derahfp a 1 lplltude the frequency) of the pendulum's state. 

one coufd InJ 1 " 16 Was + s P ent d ^cussing the protocol in terms of how 
one could most accurately measure states and effects— with the con- 

thp S " S b ^' n9 tha1 l ^ ou ’ ld be best to compare the last 6 cycles of 
the. work period with the last 6 cycles of the preceding "rest" 

QD? ta - 1V ® criber i a l or Psychic level performance, to be 
ii n ti 1 H me d hy SRI, is two standard deviations on 4 out of the 6 
work periods. SRI was quite impressed by the gradiometer 1 s 
sensUivity and found it a sufficiently useful adjunct to the pendulum 
experiment to investigate the possibility of acquiring one of their 
own; barring that, they might try to use SRI's Magnetometer? f hVy 
had several anecdotes about two of their subjects' prowess with this 

naL Ce h ( °J e i 0f u the, r al ^ e 9 ed ^y having sent the scale soaring off the 
paper by telephone) but, not wanting to be exposed to the subjects 
we declined invitations to observe experiments. J ’ 

that e: * c W ^ h respect t0 al | of the above testing, SRI was informed 
I L n u as °uc nine ultimate subjects were concerned— we wanted 

Sn the results ^ SC ° reS ^ n0t merely probabilit y statements 

eM . b - ^Ilnition of SubjecLCateaor^. All nine subjects will be 
submitted to all five of the above tests. Their placement as super- 
stars, mid-stars, or controls will be determined on the following basis: 

Super- Stars.: Those who "consciously" perform at high 

values (e.g., 10 ) on at least one of the five tasks. 


"p" 


(2) Mid-Stars : Those who are only at chance on the 


, : — — ^ ^nain-c un Liit: conscious 

evel but are at high p value on the "unconscious" physiological 
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Slbed'^1(3)?"ato5e KG <and/ °'' ^ P 1 eth y^og»- a ph) test 

prescribed^numBer^of 2M % ^ the 

(Note: _ We stressed, and SRI agreed, that once a subject ic ni.roH 

Of" the'projecto-nc^matter *L£T'" 1 V** catl Wfor du“«1on 
they might observe.) * Pparent increase or decline of powers 

critical | t cd U L°! : il r '| an r!!?| t fi, f0r Exanrinino Subjects . We discussed the 
■j p j.r - ,i . it, ^ arrangements and begin processino at 

mon^. th I^ appearec| S to t concur 2?, “"I 6 batte » of ?ests «nh?™?he next 
arrangements do now seem to be welfirfhandl t matter of fact ’ most of the 

SS- 

t h / ‘ ^~yl^LL£jJ and Behavior al Examinations. Ilndpr the whi +Q 
bab (( atta ®r7TTB^ psychological testina 

to be performed--showing for each subject the status ^ ??h Pespert to all 

eacJ ies? ?I;°?„ ded t0 . re f 1e '; t the entity responsible lor administering 
each test, the lower circle in each box (when filled in) sianifiec; that 

in) s7SSl??S n Sat a tte b ?e5i- ,I ^ de ""T fh1 T 5 ^ UPP6r ci>cle ^hen filled 

s« ?."%ST!!dWi„ic 

and came back wi'th the report that, in the psych-behaviora f eld Jhev 

Ror ch ch b MM? l6 n t0 ^ dmi ? iSter the foll °wing: Lusche^ Color Test, Y 

0mnfbus? h, W1tkf A<;°F?Z?H 4 S n (We S° nfinn ? d that We wanted both MMPI and the 
umniDusj, witkins Field Dependency, In-Depth Interviews^and that all 

and scored bl^H 9 h S PAMC wil1 be ^ministered by one individufr 

biliti Tests n,fLi n ? ?r - F f ther> SRI wiH Minister: Suggest - 

ii , i ?, 5 Fllcker -Fusion and, possibly, a Signal Detection Test 
e asked them to prepare a new Psych-Behavioral matrix sheet 

f&; t6StS definU ^^ a 9 ree d ujo" »d to use that 

fH e I ‘ L P ISI!7d!“ “ h wr»: rJ^9 confirmed 


r* ,, , r\ : — » r vviui traun iiiunLniy renort. 

or them (which they seemed not to have realized) that I I would 

°T. the WAIS in the future ~kut that we would- be conte nt with 
the WAIS administered by PAMC. All in all, although there aTe a few 

of e tectc 0U n or l ginal llst whlch have not been satisfied, this battery 

nlr tiring lntervie f should be adequate for our purposes- Y 

particularly since, after studying all of the evidence on all subject 

there's no reason why we couldn't call for a limited number ^f specific 
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g FiSgSi-v."! s - 

virtual 1 w]rur P M V !^M a1 ' " SenS0 7 Examination s . The PAMC will handle 

ss ; v£r L " 

to^? i r ?o h e p C L:^ POnS \. te ^ tin 3 ( to Stanford (SRI undertook 

Further, PaV ? s T Katl i 2 

20n 9 nP. eX f; nat r n of 6 P lanes of the brain, at an additional cost of 

if°PAMC's EErcfpar^ U - 9 h^ a ?C th u y agreed that the EMI be done only 
; T .™ s . EEG clearly indicated that it would be warranted ThP — JL 

estimated cost for all of PAMC's work on each subject (medical 

sensory, psychological) is around $700 to $900 We stressed lhat 

exam na^nf '.f ° U i proJec J’ we were responsible onlj for the ’ 

examinations, themselves, and that any medical conditions which miaht 

Perhans V ?hP h C °; ld be pUrsUed by the only ai hi s oSU IxpSilS 

interest in this S wa ^ what Dr ’ Putb off reported of the PAMC 

arp h P ll T u* \ Tb f y ap P ear to be eager to do a thorough job 

a feel ^for the kindfnf ^ prosp ® cts of working in this field, have 

Predetermined to tendlP®?} Sf? 6 WhlCh 1 might be im P°rtant to us and 
are uecermi nea to handle it all on a clean, scientific basis--i p 

sofar as practicable the interpretations will be done blind and' 5 

Apmbrult^fwin n^ er ? hS cha ™ ship and coordination of Dr. 
Armbrustet) will not only provide the raw data but will also nreoare 

4n Z h special attenMoS a a% 

si^nin cant variations from the normal population, as well as watchino 
for any variations or correlations within our group of subjects The 

li ^ IR Pnd a uv n L5° n f eqU M Ce P? PAMC can<t handle is visual 

other Drovi ioP ^or th^’ Yt 1 ?° " 0t reCa11 whether we made a "y 
similar to th P SP g wa ? a ^ ked to Prepare a medical matrix 

pcog^s “ Ss psychological one and use it in reporting 

,, c< MdfPil^lo^ Testing . After obtaining base! ine 

testinq on C each^f C th SR d W - 1] ^ rform mid-paranormal-experimenting 
nrotor?ic /f h ^em during the course of the post-selection 
protocals (see para 4, below, for discussion of those tasks); this 

focisi n nq W oi Alnhg S R f'' ^ ( ?° th n ' ght and 1 ef t hemisphere, 
As indicTtPd -.L/’ a ^ d T h eta waves); GSR; and PI ethysmograph. 

As indicated above, there is also a possibility that SRI will obtain 

^ so be Ssed 1 ?^' -? r ma 9 neto, ; eter ”in which case, presumably, it will 

?asL A a,in w ,ll Z S? f bjGCts dun ' ng Performance of their psychic 

status of such 1 R ,l t0 P rep f re a matrix for use in reporting the 

-> l d i u s or such testing with each subject. 
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upon OTS '^ I ' pp mL 6 " t rese a P ?ch n S] rS ' Without f>?«ng to encroach 
of the kinds of tasks which the'nine suhier?? S "n e r the ess sorne discussion 

arJfi 

urgency for lujh p“pos«? WMCh ™ i9ht inJeCt the "^Motivation/ 

svstpm h^nn H !t e i the 4- f ° CU ^ f hould be on Perturbation of some dynamic 

o rss „i e 

^ If 1 wriScSrii?^ 

precisely ,«;asu?edi 35 " consec I ue,lce of PK Perturbation could bl 

ai-t-rha ~- ai rv °.y a ^ e "ESP . _ Here the focus might be on safes/locks/ 
the contenTo^ to P^^ive 

. d< Mo % Assessments . In which the subject would be reouirpd 

r Ph SS,^ 

5 . Re porting . It was pointed out that, though we are aDoroarhinn 
""VI the fifth month of effort, we've een oSly two monthly reiSrts 
SR stated that the third was in preparation. We told them Shat we'd 

« ?e.1t ! S:. , f,M t dS. P ? rt (, - e - the f0Urth 0 " e > *•>•»- “ duly, 

and the prt^,^ SsTdlg o°J Ul ly) 3,1 " f " e SUb d- ts 

the Pre ' SeleCti °" -> rot0 “ ,s “« 


_Q 
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u . c - definitive statements on the criteria employed for placina 
subjects in the super-star, mid-star, and control categories; 

, 0 i d - matrices on the status of (1) psychological-behavioral , 

(2) medical-sensory, and (3) mid-experiment testing; and 

e. somewhat more precise statements on the nature of the psychic 
tasks to be used in the post-selection testing phase. 

6. Other .Matters . Puthoff^and Targ will be going to New York for a 
conference about mid-August and it was agreed that they would stop for 
meetings with us on the way. Their "internal" Blue Ribbon panel has not 

on?! in b th2 m/! d +- 0n / Ur • pr0Je ^ ; they explained it. the panel is invoked 

Problem nt^rriclc of T JJ a,;,or pol ^ cy decisi0ns or when there is some significant 
problem or crisis. They are, however, in the process of identifying and 

ecruiting an external panel of cross-discipline experts and they would 
e used to pass on research design and procedures used in our proiect It 
was agreed once and for all, that URI would not be included in our 
proj ect--a I though , if they do test him on their own (e.g. s with OTS 1 
S/W cards), they 11 provide us with the data separ ately. We looked at 


pp, s transcripts on his experiment with 


' i r uto LApci iiiiciil W I UN 

useless <1 I has since confirmed this impression) . 


it looked pretty 
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ADDENDUM TO MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
ORD-2776-74, Trip Report to SRI 


that we aJe H Tal 1 2 nd Puthoff ma ^ at 1on 9 last understand 

^hl nt 5E St d ^ g00d docurrien 'ta ti o n of the methodology backed 

the d cHte?iS we fina?lv C 2S e f* N °J etheless ^ ™st also be noted that 
cne criteria we finally got from them emerged only after Dersistent 

pressuring and even then were couched in anecdotes and we?e tentative. 

2. Mr. Earl Jones was told privately that I felt the effort thus 

r t r her P t r han n rtn' h V^ r1me ? tational "scientific piddling around" 5 

thp h hPt^r t ?S 6 u and that un1ess there was a clear cut change for 
the better I would have to seriously consider recommendinq to mv 
management that the project be terminated. eujn ™ ena i"9 ™ my 


C/BRB/LSR/ORD/DD/S&T 


or.'.-, • 
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